Shatpanchasika

Having made obeisance to the three deities Brahma, Siva and Vishnu, the seven planets, the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn, the God Ganesa and having also saluted his own preceptor and also Goddess Saraswati, Utpala Bhatta, the foremost of Brahmins, proceeds to make for the benefit of the world the following commentary to this good work of Varahamihira;s son who is himself a proficient in Horary Astrology.

ADHYAYA 1

ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Sloka 1. Prithuyasas (far-famed), the renowned son of Varahamihira after  saluting the Sun, (by bending his head), writes this work on Horary Astrology-full of intense meaning – with a view to help others.

    In this Sastra what are the relationship, subject matter and object-matter and object? The  first is that this is an ancillary of the Veda fixed by the creator, etc. The second is a sound knowledge of one’s own success, failure, acquisition, non-acquisition, loss by force or otherwise, etc, through determining the positions of the planets and the Lagna, their Hora, Drekkana, Navamsa, Saptamsa, etc. The third is, success, failure, here and hereafter, by the mention of good and had things. No man is inclined to do any work unless induced by its prospects. And only a twice-born’ is entitled to study  this Sastra since he has to study the Veda with its six Angas which are: Phonetics, work dealing with rituals, grammar, etymology, astrology and prosody.

     Following the practice of great men to make obeisance to the Deity of their choice when commencing a new work, this teacher of Avanti bows to the Sun-God at the outset, as he desires to compose a brief treatise on Prasna (or Query) in the from of aphorisms. This work contains recondite ideas and he writes it for the good of the world.

Sloka 2: Transfer or disturbance from one’s position has to be determined from the lagna rising at the time, success or  prosperity, from  the 4th; absence from one’s home from the 10th; and return (to his place) from the 7th house. The positions of the several planets at the time (of query) should be considered. The time of return will be synchronous with the entry of  a planet into the 4th house.

     In this verse the author mentions the Four Corners or Kendra points, viz.1st, 4th, 7th and 10th of the Zodiac and their respective significance.

     Chyuti means fall from one’s position. By villagna or lagna is meant the sign rising at the time of the query. A fall from one’s position has to be ascertained from the lagna  or the Ascendant.

     Hibuka means the 4th house. One’s house (dwelling), friends, happiness and their increase or otherwise have to be ascertained from the house.

     It is through the Madhya or the 10th place that the person’s absence or going abroad (to other countries) has to be determined.

     The person’s return to this native country has to be guessed by an examination of the 7th house. How? 

By means of the nature of the particular sign under examination – whether it is moveable, fixed or dual:

     Thus, if the lagna at the time he a moveable sign occupied or aspected by its lord or by any of the benefic planets and is at the same time free from the conjunction or aspect of the malefic, then only, the ‘fall’ referred to above will happen and do otherwise. Similarly the ‘fall does not take place when the fixed sign is free from the aspect or conjunction of malefic planets. Hence he says elsewhere (II.I infra). What about case of a dual sing? Will the fall happen or not ? If the sign be aspected by its lord, or it there be a preponderance of benefic aspect on it, and the malefic aspect less, the fall will come to pass; else, not Similarly, if the 4th house be conjoined with, or aspected  by its lord or a benefic planet, there will be acquisition  of houses, etc., or else, decay.

     Next, regarding the ‘absence’ of a person, it will occur if the 10th house be moveable sign and be subject to malefic aspect. Otherwise, i.e, if the house be conjoined with  or aspected by a benefic or its lord, there will be no ‘absence’.

     Similarly, if the 7th house be so subjected, there will be no return, from abroad’ Otherwise, if the 7th house be conjoined with or aspected by a benefic or its lord, return from abroad, should be predicated, and the number of days that have elapsed since his return will correspond to the number of degrees progressed by the planet in the 4th house; or the person will return within so many days as are required by the planet to come to the 4th house.

Sloka 3. Whichever Bhava is aspected or occupied by its lord or by any of the benefics, the prosperity of the Bhava is ensured. But if the malefic should occupy or aspect any Bhava the destruction of the Bhava concerned world have to be predicted. This rule applies equally both at the time of  query or a birth.

     In this sloka, the author gives a clue to find out the suspiciousness or otherwise of the 12 houses, viz. Body, wealth, after-borns, friends and relations, issues, enemies, wife, death, prosperity, avocation, income and expenditure, the lords of the 12 signs from Mesha onwards are (1)  Mars (2) Venus (3) Mercury (4) the Moon (5) the sun (6) Mercury (7) Venus (8) Mars (9) Jupiter (10) Saturn (11) Saturn and (12) Jupiter respectively. Mars, the Sun, and the waning  Moon are termed malefic. Mercury when conjoined with any of these is also inauspicious. The rest are benefic. All planets cast a quarter glance at the 3rd and 10th houses; half a glance at the 5th and 9th; three quarters of a glance at the 4th and 8th and a full aspect at the 7th. They give the fruits thus in each case by an increase of a fourth part. Hence that Bhava which at the time of a query is aspected by or conjoined  with its lord will have aggrandisement. The same will be the case if the said Bhava be conjoined with or aspected by a benefic planet-Jupiter. Venus, Mercury or the Full Moon. Similarly, when a Bhava is conjoined with or aspected by malefic planets-Sun. Mars, Saturn and Mercury when in conjunction with any of these or the waning Moon, the Bhava will be impaired. These result will prove true when planetary positions are charted at the time of a query, impregnation or a birth. The same will be the case if the said  Bhava be conjoined with or aspected by a benefic planet-Jupiter, Venus, Mercury or the Full Moon. Similarly, when a Bhava is conjoined with or aspected by malefic planets- Sun, Mars, Saturn and Mercury when in conjunction with any of these or the waning Moon, the Bhava will be impaired. These results will prove true when planetary positions are charted at the time of a query, impregnation or a birth, 

     Benefic posited in the several Bhavas beginning with  Body’, Wealth. etc. promotes their prosperity, while  malefic in the same position cause their decay. Benefics in the 6th destroy enemies. All planets when occupying the 12th and 8th places do not prove auspicious.

Sloka 4.When a benefic planet is in the Lagna, or when the rising Navamsa is that of a benefic one, and when the Lagna or its rising Navamsa happens to be a Seershodaya sign, success may be predicated in the business attempted. If it be otherwise, i.e, if the lagna be occupied by a malefic or it the rising Navamsa be owned by a malefic and it the rising sign or Navamsa be a Prishtodays one, failure will be the result. If it be mixed, we should say that success will result only after great difficulty.

     In this Sloka, the author enables the student to decide the success or failure of any attempt proposed to be made at the time of the query. If any of the benefics viz., Mercury, Jupiter, Venus or the Full Moon were rising, or if a Varga of a benefic planet were rising at the time, or if a Seershodaya sign were rising, the attempt is sure to succeed. Varga here has been defined as Rasi, Hora, Drekkana, Navamsa, Dwadasamsa and Trimsamsa. These constitute severally the Varga of a particular planet. The Seershodaya and the Prishtodaya Rasis and the Night and Day signs are thus explained:

     The four signs from Mesha along with Dhanus and Makara are known to possess strength at night. These nocturnal signs excepting Mithuna rise with their backs. The rest appear with their heads. The sign Meena appear bothways. If the sign rising at the time of query be a Seershodaya one, the business attempted will succeed; otherwise, not. That is, the business will fail if a malefic planet were rising, if the Varga of a malefic be rising, or a Prishtodaya Rasi is rising. Or, it may be accomplished only after a great deal of difficulty, when both benefics and malefic occupy the Lagna Rasi or the Lagna Varga, if sign Meena be rising, if a Seershodaya sign conjoined with a malefic, or a malefic Varga in a Seershodaya sign be rising; or if a Prishtodaya Rasi conjoined with a benefic, or a benefic Varga in a Prishtodaya sign be rising. The achievement or otherwise of the business undertaken has to be decided in such cases after a careful comparison of the relative strengths of the Lagna concerned or its particular Varga as the case may be.

Sloka 5. The Moon with his digits full, if posited in the lagna and aspected by either Jupiter or Venus at the time of a query, will indicate the restoration or safe return of the missing article. The same will be the case when a benefic planet possessed of strength occupies the 11th house.

     In this Sloka, the author gives a clue to find out the conditions under which any article that has been lost or missing will be got back. The Moon is said to be full during the second period of ten days of the lanar month, i.e. from the 10th Tithi of the Bright half till the 5th of the dark half. Cf. Yavaneswara.

     In the first period of ten days of the lunar month beginning from the first Tithi of the Bright fortnight, the Moon is of moderate strength. During the 2nd period  of ten days. She is at her best. She is of very poor strength in the last period of ten days. But if she should receive the aspect  of benefic planets, she is always strong. If such a Full- Moon as aforesaid be posited in the Lagna and at the same time be aspected by Jupiter or by Venus, she helps the immediate recovery of the lost or missing object. If a benefic planet possessed of strength occupy the 11th house, that too brings about the speedy recovery of the missing article. The calculation of the Positional, Directional, Motional, and Temporal strengths of planets have been treated in detail in the astrological treatise Jataka.

Sloka 6: If, at the time of a query, a planet occupying a Navamsa of his own should aspect his own Navamsa in the Lagna, the 5th or the 9th house, one ought to predict that the subject- matter of the query relates to an article of the mineral kind. But if the aspecting-planet in the above case occupy a Navamsa of another planet, the subject matter relates to one of the animal kind. If the aspecting planet were in another’s Navamsa and aspect also another’s Navamsa in the Lagna, the 5th or the 9th, the query relates to some root or vegetable kind. 

     In this Sloka, the author treats of a method by which it is possible to determine whether the article stolen, lost, he lf in the first or thought of, is of a mineral, vegetable or animal kind. If any planet posited in his own Navamsa should aspect a Navamsa of his own that has arisen in the lagna at the time of the query, it should be guessed that the querist is thinking of a mineral. By the word Dhatu or mineral here should be meant anything beginning from gold and ending with clay or mud. The idea is, if a planet occupying its own navamsa aspects the lagna Navamsa that also happens to be his own, the above statement should be made. The same prediction should be made if the planet aforesaid should, without aspecting his own Navamsa that is rising in the Lagna, cast his glance at this own navamsa in the 5th or the 9th house. It has to be noted here that the three Navamsas rising in the lagna, the 5th and the 9th houses will all bear the same name. 

     The distinction of Dhamya and Adhamya should be made according the Navamsa occupied by a planet. That which occupies the Amsa of a malefic planet will have Dhamya and that which occupies the Amsa a benefic will have Adhamya Dhamya is thus defined. 

     I.e, a knowledge of the Drigbala, Cheshtabala, the several conditions or Avastthas of planets and their effects in Dhamya.  If a planet posited in the ½th part of another planet aspects his own amsa in the lagna or one of the Trikona houses, it should be stated that the questioner is thinking of a Jeeva or living-being which term includeds all creatures from human beings to reptiles. Here the distinction between bipeds, reptiles, etc., is based (signified by) on the Navamsa occupied by the original planet.

     The signs Mithuna, Kanya, tula, the first half of Dhanus and Kumbha signify Devas or Gods, human beings and birds, and are all bipeds. The signs Mesha, vrishabha, Simbha and the latter half of Dhanus are quadrupeds. The signs Kataka, vrischika, Makara and Meena are reptiles. Of these in the last class, Meena has not feet at all while the rest have many.

If a planet posited in Navamsa owned by another planet should aspect the Lagna, the 5th or the 9th when another planets Navamsa are rising. It should be guessed that the querist is asking about Mula, i.e. a tree of a similar kind, the further particular boing determined by the nature of the planet aspecting. Mula here includes all things from trees to grass. Even here, the terrestrial or aquatic nature of things should be determined from the Navamsa occupied by the planet. The signs Kataka, Makara and Meena are aquatic. All the rest are terrestrial. To guess correctly what is in the mind of the querist., also compare the following:

Sloka 7. In the case of an odd sign, the nine Navamsas in their order are mineral, vegetable an animal, repeated thrice. This order is reversed in the case of the Navamsas in an even sign. Find whether the Lagna is odd or even. What the rising Navamsa represents may be ascertained by counting in the manner described above. This is only a brief exposition. The clarification of this point may be obtained by a study of its details.

Thus ends the first Adhyaya entitled “Horadhyaya” in the work “Shatpanchasika” by Prithuyasas, the son of Varabamihira.

     The idea given above is further explained in another manner in this Sloka. The signs, Mesha, Mithuna Simba, Tula, Dhanus and Kumbha are odd, while the rest are even. When an odd sign is rising, if the Lagna (or rising) Navamsa be the first, fourth or the seventh one the query is about Dhatu or mineral: if the rising Navamsa be the 2nd, 5th or the 8th, it is about Mula or Vegetable; and if the lagna Navamsa be the 3rd 6th or the 9th one. It is of the Jeeva or animal kind. But when an even sign is rising, if the Navamsa that is rising at the time be the first, fourth or the seventh one, the query will be about something of the animal kind; if it be the 2nd, 5th or the 8th one, the query will relate to the vegetable kind; and if it be the 3rd, 6th or 9th, the query will be about the mineral kind. The distinction of sex should be based upon the Navamsa rising in the Lagna.

     Some hold that the triads of decanates respectively determine Dhatu, Mula and Jeeva in the odd sign, while the reverse is said in the even sign. This is not tenable, since the author himself says later on i.e. the objects is ascertained from the Amsaka (Navamsa).

ADHYAYA II

MARCHING AND RETURNING

Sloka 1. When any one of the signs Vrishabha, Simha, Vrischika or Kumbha happens to be the Lagna at the time of a query, acquisition of a position or place should predicted. There will be neither travel nor return; neither death nor loss of property: neither cure of a disease, or defeat. 

     In this Chapter, the author comments upon “Going and coming”. In the first sloka, he gives clues about gaining a position, going and coming, life, death, recovery from disease, and defeat at the hands of one’s enemy.

     If anyone of the fixed signs Vrishabha, Simbha Vrischika and Kumbha, be rising at the time of query, the astrologer may declare that the querist will get himself fixed up in some position: that there will be no moving about, that is, neither going away nor coming back, nor death; that anything belonging to him such as a mineral, vegetable or animal will not be lost. Or, if the query relates to the movement of a man living abroad, it has to be declared that the person concerned will not then go to some other place; the person, if sick, will not be cured; and that is he is then having an encounter with his enemy, he will not suffer any defeat and so on.

Sloka 2. In case of any of the movable signs happening to be the Lagna, the reverse should be predicted. If the rising sign be a dual one, the effect will be a mixed one. If benefics aspect the lagna or the Moon, success may be expected; if otherwise, i.e. if the rising sign or the Lagna be aspected by malefics, failure will be the result.

     But should any one of the moveable Rasis. Viz. Mesha, Kataka, Tula and Makara are rising quite the reverse of what have been stated in sloka I above will happen. The querist will not succeed in getting a position or appointment, will have frequent movements from place to place, may come by his death, may lose some of his properties; his disease may be cured; be may suffer defeat at the hands of his enemies. When any one of the dual signs vir., Mithuna, Kanya Dhanus and Meens, is rising, mixed results will accrue; in the first half of the lagna, the effect will be as stated for the fixed Basis, while, in the latter half, it will be as in the case of the movable Rasis; because the first half is bearer the immovable Rasi while the latter half is close to  a moveable Rasi. c.f. The author’s 

     When the Lagna and the Moon are aspected by benefic planets, they confer great benefits. If on the other hand, the Lagna and the Moon should be aspected by malefics, evil effects will be the results. It follows from this that when either of these two- the lagna or the Moon – is aspected by both benefics and malefics, mixed effects will ensue.

Sloka 3: If, at the time of query, malefics occupy the 5th and 6th houses, the enemy of the querist will turn back to his place in the middle of his journey. Should the 4th house be so occupied, the enemy will suffer defeat and return to his place.

     In this Sloka the author gives a clue to ascertain the nature of the enemy’s  return to his place after he has once started for the fight. If the malefics viz, the Sun, Mars and Saturn occupy the 5th and the 6th houses reckoned from the Prasna lagna either singly or jointly, the enemy of the querist will return in the middle without proceeding further. If the same malefics occupy the 4th place counted from the Prasna  Lagna, the enemy though having come very close will be defeated and will retraces his steps.

Sloka 4. If at the time of query, any one of the signs Meena, Vrischika, kumbha and Kataka happen to be the 4th house, the defeat of the enemy and his retreat with the quadrupeds (cavalry, etc.) is indicated.

     Here the author discusses another combination. When any one of the signs Meena, Vrischika, Kumbha and Kataka is the 4th house reckoned from the Prasnalagna, the enemy will be vanquished.

     Is interpreted thus by Bhattopala ‘When any one of the quadruped signs, viz, Mesha Vrishabha, Simbha and the latter half of Dhanus happense to be the 4th house, the enemy will take to his heels.

Sloka 5. If a moveable sign be rising at the time and a benefic planet occupies the same, it brings on success to the persons starting (setting about). But if malefics should occupy the sign, the effect will be untoward. If the rising Lagna be an immovable one and be occupied by malefics, the effect will still prove favorable.

     Whether the object or purpose of starting will be accomplished and brought to fruition or not is discussed in this sloka. If any of the benefics, viz., Mercury Jupiter and Venus is rising in a moveable Rasi, it will confer benefits on the goear. But is any malefic planet occupy the said Lagna, there will be harm. If a fixed sign be rising and also be occupied by a malefic planet, good results may or may not accrue. If the sign in question happen to be the ‘Swakshetra, exaltation, Moolatrikona or friendly house of the said malefic, the result will be good; otherwise not. Some people read. The meaning will then be. ‘If a fixed sign happens to be the 8th house and be tenanted by a malefic, the result will be good”.

Sloka 6. If the rising sign at the time of query be a moveable one and the Moon at the time be in an immovable Rasi, the enemy will not arrive; if it be otherwise, he will that is, if the Lagna at query be an immovable rasi and the Moon occupy a moveable one, then the enemy will come (to fight).

     This sloka gives clue to guess whether the enemy will arrive or not. If at the time of query a moveable sign be rising and the Moon be posited in a fixed sign and the enemy’s arrival be not known at that time, the astrologer should declare as a reply to the query that the enemy is coming. If otherwise, he should declare the contrary. That is, if the Moon  be in a moveable Rasi when a fixed sign is rising, and there is a rumour that the enemy has started, the astrologer should say in reply to the query that the enemy will not come.

Sloka 7. If the Lagna be sign, and the Moon occupy a dual Rasi, the enemy though having advanced an immovable a long distance will return to his place.

     In this verse, the author deals with the return of the enemy.

Sloka 8. When the Moon is in a moveable Rasi and the Lagna rising at the time be a dual one, the enemy after having come half the way will return to his place. But if the Lagna be a moveable sign and the Moon be posited in a dual Rasi, and both be subjected to malefic aspect, the approach of the enemy will be felt in two ways: viz., there will be an encounter or conflict and there will also be defeat the will also suffer defeat).

Sloka 9 : If the lagna at the time of query be a moveable sign and be occupied by any one or more of the four planets, the Sun, Saturn, Mercury and Venus, the (king’s) quick march (for fight) should be declared. But if the planet concerned (other than the Sun) be retrograde in motion, he will not move from his headquarters.

Sloka 10. If the Lagna at the time of query be an immovable sign and be aspected by Jupiter and Saturn, nothing should be predicted to the querist about the departure or arrival of his enemy. If in the said yoga the malefics are posited in the 3rd, 5th and 6th houses, there will be a conflict with the enemy, if the malefics occupy the 4th house, the enemy will retreat to his place.

Sloka 11. When the Sun and the Moon occupy the 4th house from the Lagna at the time of query, the enemy’s army will not arrive. But if Mercury. Jupiter and Venus be posited in the said house, the enemy’s army will arrive very soon.

Sloka 12. If Mesha, Dhanus, Simha or Vrishabha happen to rise at the time of Query or be the 4th house from the Lagna, whether such house be occupied by planets or not, the enemy will retreat to his place.

Sloka 13: If Saturn or Jupiter should occupy the Lagna identical with an immovable Rasi at the time of a query, the enemy through he has moved from his place will remain there alone without proceeding any further. If on the other hand a moveable Rasi be rising at the time of query  and the Sun or Jupiter occupy the same, the enemy’s arrival should be declared.

Sloka 14. Find the planet that is found to possess the greatest strength and note also the house wherein he is posited and how far removed that house is from the Lagna. Within so many months as are signified by this interval, the return of the person who has gone out for fight may be expected.

     In this as well as in the next Sloka, the author mentions the conditions for the return of a person who has gone abroad.

Sloka 15. The time of return has to be thus computed when the planet referred to, i.e. the most powerful planet, is posited in a Navamsa owned by a moveable sign. But if the Navamsa Rasi be a fixed one, the time (arrived at) has to be doubled. The period has to be trebled when the Navamsa in question is a dual one.

Sloka 16. Other teachers (such as Krishna, etc.) opine that the return of the person (who has marched out for fight) may be expected when the lord of the 7th house reckoned from the Prasna lagna begins to retrograde in his orbit.

Sloka 17. The enemy’s arrival may be expected within as many days as are signified by the number of the Rasi occupied by the Moon when counted from the the Lagna, provided there are no planets intervening between these two –Lagna and the Moon.

     The commentator says that, should however any planet intervene, the enemy will not arrive.

Thus ends the 2nd Adhyaya entitled ‘Marching and Returning’ in the work Shatpanchasika by Prithuyasas, the son of Varahamihira.

ADHYAYA III

SUCCESS AND DEFEAT

Sloka 1. If benefic planets be posited in the 10th, the 1st and the 7th house from the lagna at  query, the Governor of a town when attacked from outside will attain a victory. Mars and Saturn in the 9th house from the lagna will cause a complete defeat, while Mercury, Jupiter and Venus in the same position (viz., the 9th) will secure a splendid victory.

Sloka 2: The six houses commencing from the 3rd reckoned from the Prasna Lagna relate to the citizens of the town attacked, and when these houses are occupied by benefic planets, they indicate success to the Chief of the town; while the other six houses, i.e. beginning from the 9th belong to the party that is besieging and when occupied by benefics signify success to that party. If the malefics be all posited in the 12th, 10th and 11th houses, it forebodes  evil to the town-people and indicates success to the besiegers.

     The six signs beginning from the third house from the Lagna at the time of query are called. Those six signs determine good or harm to the townsmen. The six Rasis beginning from the 9th house are called ‘Goers’ or and these six determine good or harm to the goers. The one who makes efforts at the commencement of a journey is called a or a gore; whereas the one who does it afterwards is known as a or citizen. Here the in should be construed as ‘and’. When these Rasis mentioned above are occupied by benefic planets, they confer benefits on that person for whom they are benefic; if by malefics, they will cause defeat to the person for whom they are malefic: cf.

     The idea of this verse is the same as that of the verse we have commented upon. Compare also the commentator’s. 

     In the two cases mentioned above, if the houses concerned be occupied by both malefic and benefic planets, mixed results will follow; i.e. neither victory nor defeat. Is the 12th house and is the 11th. Malefic planets occupying the 12th, 10th or 11th house from the lagna at query will be bad for the townsmen and good to the besiegers. 

Sloka 3. If benefic planets occupy at the time of query the 1st, 12th and 11th houses and if these also happen to be biped signs, a treaty of peace (between the two kings) will soon be the result. If malefic planets occupy dual Rasis, the two parties will continue to be at war (and not come to terms). 

     Here the author gives a clue for determining peace or war. The biped signs are Mithuna, Kumbha. Tula and Kanya. Cf. The author’s saying iv 2 infra. By benefic planets are meant Mercury, Venus and Jupiter. When these benefics occupy the lagna at the time of query, or the 12th and 11th houses, all these being also biped Rasis,immediate peace will be the result. By the term ‘malefics’ are meant the Sun, Mars, Saturn and the waning Moon. When malefics occupy signs, war should be predicted.

Sloka 4. If benefic planets occupy biped signs identical with Kendra houses with respect to the Prasna lagna, and be aspected by benefics, there will be peace between the two contending  kings. But if the planets be malefic and be aspected by malefics, the two parties will continue to be at war.

     Here the author discusses another condition. The kendras are the 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th houses. When the benefics are in the Kendras and in human or biped signs and are aspected  by benefics (i.e.) when there is mutual aspect among the benefics), they bring about peace. If, on the other hand, the malefics are in the Kendras and have mutual aspect, war will ensue.

Sloka 5. – If Jupiter and Venus occupy the 2nd or 3rd house from the Prasna Lagna either singly or conjointly, the army will return very soon, and the traveller who has been about abroad will also without doubt return soon.

     Here the author’s idea is that the planets need not occupy the positions together: At times both the planets may be together  in the 2nd or both may be in the 3rd. or, either of them may occupy the 2nd or 3rd.

Thus ends the 3rd Adhyaya entitled ‘Success and defeat’ in the work Shat Panchasika composed by Prithuyasas, son of Varahamihira.

ADHYAYA IV

GOOD AND BAD

Sloka 1. If benefic planets occupy the Kendra and Trikona houses and malefics be posited in houses other than the kendras and the 8th, people will have all their cherished objects fulfilled. If it be otherwise, the effect will be reverse.

     In this chapter the anther comments upon ‘good and bad circumstances’. At the outset, he deals with the knowledge of advantages and disadvantages. Means those (houses) in which the benefics are posited: is another reading –which of course is a clearer statement. When the benefics are in the Kendra and Trikona houses or when the malefics occupy positions other than the kendras and the 8th house, it should be predicted that the persons concerned will realize all their ambitions in full. When the benefics and maleicsoccupy other positions than those mentioned above, contrary results will accrue. The idea is that when the malefics occupy the Kendras and the 8th house, and benefics occupy the positions other than the Kendras and Trikonas and 8th, none of the objects will be fulfilled.

Sloka 2 – Benefics posited in the 3rd, 5th, 11th and 7th houses (reckoned from the Lagna at query) will promote the advancement of the thing or object desired, while malefics in these places will not. If the Prasna lagna happens to be any one of the bipeds, viz, Tula, Kanya, Mithuna and Kumbha, and if benefics be there, it indicates good.

     Here, he treats of the knowledge of gain and less; when the benefics occupy the 3rd, 5th 11th and 7th positions, they bestow great gain on the querist. But when the malefics occupy the same positions, they cause loss of property to him. When the human or biped signs, viz, Tula, Kanya, Mithuna and Kumbha are occupied by the benefics, the sages declare that good will come out of it.

Sloka 3. Benefics in the 10th and 7th places reckoned from the Prasna lagna will confer an appointment or position on the querist. If they be posited in the 2nd, 5th or 1st house they bring on honour and wealth. Malefics if placed in the 12th and 11th houses are not productive of good results. If the Moon occupy the Prasna lagna, she will do not good; but if she be in the 10th she will prove auspicious.

     Here he gives another condition for the  same. If the benefics occupy the 10th and 7th places from the Lagna, they confer a position on the questioner. The word in the 2nd is to be construed as wealth. When benefic occupy the 2nd, the 5th and the 1st, they bestow honour and wealth on him. In the sentence etc. should be supplied. When a malefic Moon is in the Lagna, no good results will accrue. But if she is in the 10th house, she will good results, although she be malefic.

Sloka 4. If the Moon occupy the 2nd, the 7th, the 10th, the 11th, the 6th or the 3rd house from the Lagna at query and be aspected by Jupiter, the person concerned will enjoy happiness, gain, etc, through a damsel. If malefic planets occupy the 1st, the 3rd, the 9th the 5th or the 8th house, they will cause failure of business, loss of money, fear and anxiety. But should benefics be posited in the above said houses, they cause good.

     He mentions another way of determining good and bad results: if Jupiter should aspect the Moon occupying the 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th, 10th and 11th places, the help of women. If the malefics should occupy the 1st, 3rd, 5th, 8th and 9th, they would engender fear, defeat in the undertakings and loss of wealth to the questioner. If, on the other hand, the benefics should occupy the very same places, they would confer benefits on him.

Sloka 5. If benefics occupy the Lagna, the 7th, the 8th, and the 5th house and be aspected by benefics, and the Moon is posited in the 3rd, the 6th, the 10th or the 11th house, a sick person will recover from his illness.

     In this sloka, the author tells us how we should determine good or bad results for a sick person: if the benefics –Mercury, Jupiter and Venus-should occupy the lagna (at query). The 7th, the 8th and the 5th, and if they be aspected  by benefics, or the Moon be in any of the places, sick persons will recover. From this it follows that, in the absence of the above conditions, be results (i.e., non-recovery) should be predicted.

Thus ends the 4th Adhyaya in the work Shat Panchasika composed by Prithuyasas, son of Varahamihira. 

ADHYAYA V

ENQUIRY ABOUT ONE WHO IS ABROAD

Sloka 1. If all the planets occupy the 5th, the 2nd and the 3rd houses from the Prasna lagna, the early return of the person who has gone to a very far-off place may be predicated. If the three houses mentioned above be occupied by the benefics- Mercury, Jupiter Venus, and the waxing Moon-, the recovery of a missing article or the return of a person who was considered as lost for ever will be the result. If Jupiter and Venus occupy any of the three houses, the person who has gone abroad will return very soon.

     This chapter deals with ‘The enquiry into the life (of a person) abroad”. At the outset, the author mentions certain conditions for the return. When all the planets from the Sun onwards occupy the 5th, the 2nd, and the 3rd houses from the Lagna at query, the arrival of the person who has gone abroad should be predicated. Should the benefics – Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and the waxing Moon-occupy the same positions, the recovery of a lost or stolen article should be predicted. The person’s going away from home was itself a loss and his whereabouts were unknown, i.e. he was missing ; in that case, he will be found out. If Jupiter and Venus occupy the same positions, persons who have gone abroad will return soon.

Sloka 2. If the 7th or the 6th house reckoned from the lagna at query be occupied by any planet and if Jupiter be posited in a Kendra, it indicates the return home soon of the person gone abroad. If Mercury and Venus occupy Trikona houses, it also indicates the quick return home of the traveller who has gone on a journey.

Here he mentions another condition. Jamitra is the 7th house, if there be any planet either in the 7th or the 6th house  from the Lagna at query, and if Jupiter occupies any one of the four kendras, the arrival of a person who has gone abroad should be predicted. The same should be predicted when Mercury or Venus occupies either or both of the Trikonas (9th and 5th).

Sloka 3:When the Moon is in the 8th house from the Prasna Lagna and the Kendra houses are not occupied by malefic planets, the absentee  return home safely; and he will return with some gain if benefices occupy Kendras.

     Here he discusses another condition : the Kantakas or Kendras are the 1st,4th, 7th and 10th,  When the Moon occupies the 8th house and when the Kendras are free from the malefies, a traveller returns home without any difficulty. If the Kendras are occupied by the benefics, he returns happy with gain.

Sloka 4:- If the rising sign at the time of query be a prishtodaya one and be aspected by a malefic planet, the effect will be that the person concerned will be subjected- to torture and imprisonment. If malefics be posited in the 3rd and be not aspected by benefics, the person concerned will have departed from his place to foreign country: if such malefics be in the 6th, the person will be lost or dead; and if they occupy any of the Kendra houses, he will have been decoyed by thieves.

     He mentions another condition. The prsihtodaya signs are Mesha kataka, Dhanus, Makara and Vrishabha. If any one of these be rising at the time of query and be aspected by a malefic, a traveller will undergo assault and confinement. Or, when the malefics occupy the 3rd house and are not aspected by benefics, the traveller must have gone to some other country from the previous one. Or, when the malefics occupy the 6th house from the Lagna, and are not aspected by the benefics, the traveller may have been abducted by thieves.

     Here is used to denote the variety in the conditions. Is an epithet of that is, malefics give assault and confinement.

Sloka 5. Note how far removed from the Prasna  Lagna the first Rasi is, that is occupied by a planet which is not retrograde but  moving in his direct course. this number multiplied by 12 will indicate the number of days in which a traveller will return. Should however such a planet be retrograde, the return will be in as many days as are signified by the number of signs from the Prasna lagna to that occupied by the planet.

     In this sloka, that author gives a clue to guess the time of arrival of the traveller who has gone abroad.

     Note the number counting from the Lagna of the first sign that is occupied by a planet; if this planet’s motion  be direct, multiply the above said number by 12. The product gives the number of days in, which the traveller will return. But if the planet mentioned above happens to be retrograde in its motion , the astrologer should declare that the person will return from abroad in the same number of days.

     For example, suppose that Lagna at query is Vrishabha, and kanya is the first sign, which is occupied by a planet. Counting from Vrishabha to Kanya, we get the number 5. If  the planet that is posited in Kanya be direct in motion, we must say that the person gone abroad will return in 5x12 or 60days. But it the planet referred to be retrograde in motion in motion, we have to say that the person will return in 5 days.

Thus ends the 5th Adhyaya entitled “Enquiry into Life Abroad” in the work Shatpanchasika composed by prithuyasas, the son of Varahamihira.

ADHYAYA VI

THE RECOVERY OF THE LOST

Sloka 1. If at the time of  query, a fixed sign, a  Navamsa represented by a fixed sign or a Vargotama Navamsa be rising, the property that is missing has been stolen by one that belongs to the querist’s party and is still there alone.

     Now he comments upon the chapter on  ‘The Recovery of the Lost. Here at the outset he treats of the knowledge of the thieves. The fixed signs are Vrishabha, Simha, Vrischika and Kumbha. If any one of these happen to rise at the time of query , or in the case of any lagna, the Navamsa of a fixed Rasi be rising. Or when the rising Navamsa is a Vargottama one, whatever property is lost or missing. It must have been stolen by the owner’s own men; and it remains in the same place. Otherwise it must have been stolen by another from that place, and removed from that place. The definition of is .

Sloka 2. – If at the time of query, the first decanate of a Rasi be rising, the missing article has been left (or dropped) near the gate of the house; if the middle decanate be rising , the stolen property is somewhere in the middle portion of the house; if the last decanate be rising, the property will be found in the back-yard of the house.

     Now he gives a club to find the place. The Dreakkanas of any sign are owned by the lords of the sign itself, of the 5th house and of the 9th and these are respectively termed the first (or beginning), the middle or the second  and the last or the third. Anything stolen when these decanates are rising (at the time of query) must be said to be hidden respectively near the gate in the middle of the house, and at the end of the house. The idea is that if the Lagna rises in the first Drekkana, the stolen wealth is near the gate; if in the middle Drekkana, it is near the sanctuary; and if in the third Drekkana, it is to the west of the house.

Sloka 3. If the Moon with her digits full be posited in the sign rising at the time of query, or if the Prasna Lagna be a sign and be occupied and aspected by benefics, the stolen property will soon be recovered. The same will be the case when the 11th house reckoned from the Prasna Lagna is occupied by a benefic planet endowed with strength.

     In this the author tells us how to determine the recovery and non recovery of lost articles: When the full Moon (with her digits full) occupies the Lagna at the time of query or when a Sirshodaya sign happens to be rising and when a benefic occupied the same and that benefic is further aspected only by benefics, the lost or stolen property can be recovered very soon. Or, even when a powerful benefic occupies the 11th house from the Lagna, the lost article can be recovered very soon. From this it follows that in the absence of the above conditions, the lost article cannot be got back.

Sloka 4. – The direction to which the stolen property has been taken to be determined by the planets posited in the Kendra houses; and in case there are no planets there, through the Risi indicated by the Prasna Lagna. The distance to which the stolen property has been transmitted will be as many Yojanas as the  rising Navamsa is removed from the first Navamsa or the middle Navamsa of the Prasna lagna. (A =4 krosas or about 8or 9 miles).

     In this sloka, the author lays down some hints to guess the direction and the distance to which a stolen article has been taken. The lords of the different directions beginning from the East are the Sun. Venus, Mars, Rahu, Saturn, the Moon, Mercury and Jupiter respectively.  In the present case the direction should be determined from the planets occupying the Kendras. The stolen property must be said to have gone in the direction of the planet, which occupies a Kendra position with respect to the Lagna at query. Thus, should the Sun occupy the 1st, 4th, 7th or the 10th, the lost article must have gone to the East. If there should be two or more planets posited in the Kendra houses. The direction should be determined from the strongest planet. The directions of the signs are given as. The signs Mesha, Vrishabha, Mithuna and Kataka with their Trikona Rasis respectively, belong to the East, South, West and north. When the Kendras are not occupied by any planet, the direction should be determined from the sign of the Lagna. If Mesha, Simha or Dhanus happen to be the Lagna, the stolen property must have taken an easterly course ; if it be Vrishabha. Kanya or Makara, a southerly course if it be Mithuna, Tula or Kumbha, a westerly course; and lastly, if it be Kataka, Vrischika or Meena, a northerly course. The distance in Yojanas should be determined from the number of Navamsas passed in the Prasna Lagna from the middle or 5th Navamsa of the Lagna Rasi. That is, if the Lagna at query be within the 5th Navamsa, the stolen article is in the same place or direction as determined by other circumstances and it has not moved any distance from that place. If on the other hand, the Lagna has traversed some Amsas from the 5th, the stolen property must have moved exactly as many Yojanas as the number of Navamsas traversed in the same direction.

Sloka 5. – The kind of substance stolen should be determined through the Navamsa rising at the time of query (a); the description of the thieves should be determined from the sign of the Lagna. If Mesha, Simha or Dhanus happen to be the Lagna, the stolen property must have taken an easterly course; if it be Vrishabha. Kanya or Makara, a southerly course ; if it be Mithuna, Tula or Kumbha, a westerly course; and lastly, if it be Kataka, Vrischika to Meena, a northerly course. The distance in Yojanas should be determined from the number of Navamsas passed in the Prasna Lagna from the middle or 5th Navamsa of the Lagna Rasi. That is, if the Lagna at query be within the 5th Navamsa, the stolen article is in the same place or direction as determined by other circumstances and it has not moved any distance from that place. If on the other hand, the Lagna has traversed some Amsas from the 5th, the stolen property must have moved exactly as many Yojanas as the number of Navamsas traversed in the same direction.

Sloka 5. –The kind of substance stolen should be determined through the Navamsa rising at the time of query (a); the description of the thieves should be guessed through the decanate that is rising at the time of query (b); the time of theft (c), the direction (d) and the place (e) to which the property has been removed should be determined from the rising sign; the age(f) and caste (I) of the thief should be divined from the lord of the  rising sign.

     In this verse, the author shows us the method of determining the shape and nature of the property stolen, the thief, the time, the direction, the place, the age, the caste of the thief and his appearance.

     The stolen property, whether it is of a mineral, roct or animal kind, is determined from the rising Navamsa. The minderal, etc., corresponding to the several signs have been already explained (1-6 supra). The colour of the  article should be ascertained from that of the sign. The colours assigned to the several signs are thus described in .

     The colours of the 12 signs in their order are: Red, white, green, pink Grey, variegated, dark, brown, brown, mixed, tawny and soiled. Vide also 1-20

     The size (whether it is long, of medium length or short) of the article should also be determined from the rising Navamsa. Kumbha, Meena, Mesha and Vrishabha are short; Mithuna, kataka, Dhanus and Makara are of medium length; while simha, Vrischika, Kanaya and Tula are long.  Cf.

     Means short, and long. If the lord of the Navamsa be strong, the article is hard inside; if he be weak, it is soft (and easy to the touch). If the planet  in question be in his depression sign or in the 7th house, the article is as good as lost.

     b) The thieves are to be determined from the decanates. The appearance of the thief will be similar to the decanate (rising at the time). The 36 Drekkanas of the zodiac are thus described in Brihat Jataka.

     The first decanate of Mesba, is a man armed with an axe, dark, fierce in appearance and of reddish eyes. The 2nd decanate of Mesha is woma, clad in re, fond of jewels and eatables, like a water pot in form, with the face of a horse, suffering from thirst and standing with only one food. The 3rd decanate of Mesha is a man, cruel in disposition, sikille din arts, of arts, of a reddish colour, active, but foiled in his attempts, with a raised hand, holding a stick and dressed in brown red clothes. He is angry. The first decanate of Vrishabha is a woman with her hair curled and cut, with a body like that of a water pot, wearing a garment partly burnt, thirsty, intent on eating and fond of jewels. The second decanate of Vrishabha is a man skilled in matters relating to wet lands, grains, house, cows and fine, arts; he is versed in the use of the plough as well as in the keeping of conveyances; he possesses a neck similar to that of a bull; he suffers from hunger; he has got a face like that of a ram and wears dirty garments. The last decanate of Vrishabha is a man possession an abody like that of an elephant, with white teeth, with feet similar to those of a camel and a form brown in colour. He is found of sheep and deer and his mind is agitated. The first decanate of Mithuna is symbolized by a woman with raised hands, beautiful, fond of needlework and with a keen desire in adorning work. She has attained her puberty but has no children. The central decanate of Mithuna is a man standing in a garden, clad in armor and armed with a bow; be is valiant and is a professional warrior. He has got a face like that of a Garuda; he likes sporting, and is fond of his children; and his mind is always towards ornaments and wealth. The third decanate of Mithuna is a man decked in ornaments, rich in jewels, fastened with a mail coat and a quiver, and carrying a bow; he is skilled in the arts of music and dancing and is a poet. The first Drekkana of Kataka is a man holding leaves, roots and fruits and having body like that of an elephant, stationed amidst sandal-wood trees in a forest and having feet like that of a camel; he has a face like that of a pig and neck similar to that of a horse. A woman with her head decorated with lotus-flowers and carrying a snake with her represents the middle decanate of Kataka; she is rough in her behaviour and is crying loudly alone in a forest; she is resting herself on a branch of the palass tree. The last decanate of Kataka is a man who has started on a boat in the ocean to procure ornaments for his wife and has a serpent coiled round him; he is flat faced and is wearing ornaments made of gold. The first Drekkana of Simha is of the form of a vulture and jackal sitting over the Salmali (silkcotton) tree and resembles a dog as well as a man with dirty garments; he is crying aloud owing to separation from his parents. The middle decranate of Simha is a man with ht escape of a horse and wearing on his head some flowers slightly whitish in colour; he also covers himself with deer-skin and a blanket; he is difficult to be found or met with like the lion; he carries a bow in his band and his nose is somewhat bent. The third decanate of Simha is represented by a man, with a face like that of a boar, whose movements and gestures are similar to that of a monkey; he carries with him a stick, fruits and flesh in his hand; he has a long beard and curried hairs. The first decanate of Kanya is symbolized by a young damsel holding a pot full of flowers and with her limbs fully covered up with dirty garments. She desires to have clothes and wealth, and wishes to go her father’s residence. The middle decanate of Kanaya is a man holding a pen in his hand; he is black in colour, and has his head tied with a cloth; he spends as well as earns; he carries with his a large bow, and his whole body is covered with hairs. The last decanate of Kanya is represented by a woman, yellowish in complexion, with her body covered with fine garments which have been well washed; she is tall and holds in her hand a water pot as well as a ladle; she is pious and is going to the temple. The first decanate of Tula is of the shape of a man who has entered a shop on the way with a balance in hand; he is skilled in measuring and weighing and holds a weight in hand: he thinks of wares and of their exact prices. The middle decanate of Tula is of the shape of a man with a face like that of a vulture; he is hungry and thirsty and wants to fly away taking the pot along with him; he is thinking of his wife and children. The concluding decanate of Tula is of the form of a man decorated with jewels and who is carrying with him a quiver and a mail coat made of gold. He is money-like in appearance, carries fruits and flesh and stands frightening the door in the forest. The first decanate of Vrischika is represented by a beautiful woman shorn of her garments and jewels and coming from the great ocean to the shore. She has been ejected from her position and her feet have been bound up together by a serpent. The middle decanate of Vrischika is represented by a woman desiring all kinds of comfort for her residence. She has a serpent coiled round her person for the sake of her husband. She has a body similar to that of a turtle or a water pot. The last decanate of Vrischika is of the shape of a lion with a face broad and flat like that of a turtle. He is scaring dogs, deer, pig and foxes. He guards the sandalwood regions. The middle decanate of Dhanus is represented by a woman, very beautiful in form, bright as gold or the Champaka flower and seated in a throne; she is middle in stature and is picking up the gems in the ocean. The third decanate of Dhanujs is symbolized by a man with long hairs, golden and Champaka like in colour, scatted in a chief and prominent place with a stick in hand. He wears silk clothes and also a deerskin. The first decanate of Makara is represented by a man full of hairs, with teeth similar to that of crocodile and with a body like that of a hog. He carries with him a rope (by which an animal is tied to a pole) and a net. He is frightful to look at. The middle decanate of Makara is woman skilled in all arts, with eyes as broad as the petal of a lotus, dark-blue in colour, aspiring for various things, decorated with ornaments and wearing ear- ornaments made of copper, gold or iron. The last decanate of Makara is a man with a body similar to that of Kinnara (a mythical being with a human figure and the head of a horse) and wearing a woolen blanket over his person. He has got with his an armour and a quiver, and carries on his shoulders a pot inlaid with precious stones. A man anxious and troubled about procuring oil, liquor, water and food represents the first decanate of Kumbha. He carries with him a blanket. He is clad in silk and has also got with him the skin of a black antelope. He has a face similar to that of a vulture. The second decanate of Kumbha is a female scatted in a carriage partly burnt and carrying (simiali) wood in it. She is collecting metals and she is seen in the forest dressed in dirty garments with pots on her head. The last decanate of Kumbha is represented by a man black in colour, with hairs in his ears and wearing a crown or diadem; he is carrying (on his head) metallic pots (vessels) containing pots (vessels) containing barks (of trees). Leaves gum and fruits and which he is removing from one place to another. A man handling with his hands several articles consisting for the most part of ladles, gem and conch shells and carrying ornaments, symbolizes the first decanate of Meena. He crosses a lake (huge mass of water) by means of a boat for the sake of getting ornaments for his wife. The second decanate of Meena is a young female sailing with her retinue to the other side of the ocean in a boat with a banner mounted on a very tall flag-staff and with a facial colour resembling that of the Champaka flower.  The last decanate of Meena is a man standing naked in a forest near a hole with a serpent coiled round his body. He is very much agitated in mind being tormented by thieves and fire, and is weeping. For more details about Drekkanas, sec. Adhyaya XXVII.

     c) The time (of theft) can be determined through the signs. Cf. Thus if any one of the signs, Mesha, Vrishabha, mithuna, Kataka, Dhaanus and Makara be rising. It should be declared that the article must have been stolen at night. If any one of the signs, Simha, Kanya, Tula, Vrischika, Kumbha and Meena be rising, the theft must have committed during daytime.

     d) In the same manner, the direction may be guessed; that is, if Mesha, Simha or Dhanus be rising, the article will have been taken away to the East; if Vrishabha, Kanya or Makara be the Lagna, to the South; if Mithuna, Tula or kumbha, to the West; and if kataka, Vrischika or Meena, to the North.

     e) For a description of the place denoted by the several Basis, see 1-10-12. Thus, if Mesha be the Lagna, the article stolen will be found in a place frequented by sheep. If it be Vrishabha, the missing property will be in a cow-shed; and if it be mithuna, the article is in the music or ballet room or in the wrestling place; if it be Kataka, the article is in a place near water; if it be Simha, in a forest; if Kanya, near a ship, if Tula, in a shop; if Vrischika, in a hole (or burrow); if Dhanus, in a battle-field or near fortwalls. Or a place frequented by horses; if Makara, near water; if Kumbha, in an art-gallery or near a pot containing pickles, etc, and if Meena, near water. The missing article will be found in place of the decryption given above for the sign rising at the time.

     f) The age of the thief should be deduced from the lord of the Lagna.i.e. His age will be that of the lord of the rising sign. The approximate ages of the several planets are thus described in

     The Sun, the moon, mars, mercury Venus, Jupiter and Saturn denote respectively a sucking child, a boy, a celibate, and adult, a middle-aged man, an old man, and a very old man. For example, if the Moon be the lord of the Lagna, the thief will be a boy of four or five years; if Mercury, the thief will be a celibate of 12 years; if Venus, he will be an adolescent of 32 years; if Jupiter, If Jupiter, a middle. Aged man 50 years old; if the Sun, an old man of 70 winters; and if Saturn, a very old map, say of about 80 years.

     g) For the particular caste appropriate to each of the several planets, see the following sloka from

     Jupiter and Venus are lords of the Brahmins; Mars and the Sun, of Kshatriyas; the Moon of Vaisyas; Mercury, of Sudrasi; and Saturn, of hybrids or Chandalas. The thief will be of the caste of the planet owning the lagna.

Thus ends the 6th Adhyaya entitled ‘Recovery of what is lost’ in the work Shatpanchasika composed by Prithuyasas, the son of Varahamihira.

ADHYAYA VII

MISCELLANEOUS

Sloka 1. If Saturn be posited in an odd house (3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th or 11) from the Lagna, the birth of male should be predicated. Otherwise, the birth will be of a girl. In the query for a marriage, if Saturn occupy any one of the even houses, one should predict the acquisition of a bride; if otherwise, the contrary should be predicted.

     The chapter deals with “miscellaneous matter”. At the outset the author gives a clue to determine whether a woman who is pregnant will be delivered of a male or a female child; and whether a person who is in search of a bride will get one or not.

     When Saturn occupies an odd house from the Lagna at query. i.e.  3rd,5th, 7th, 9th and 11th, it should be predicted that the querist will have a son. Cf. Iv-12, where it has been distinctly stated that Saturn, not being in the Lagna but occupying an odd house therefrom, brings about the birth of a male child. If Saturn occupies other houses, the prediction of a female should be made.

     Further, if Saturn occupies any one of the even houses from the Lagna, i.e, the 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th,10th and 12th, a person who is in quest of a bride will get one. Or a sensualist will get a woman he is in need of it on the other hand, Saturn should occupy an odd house from the Lagna, the person concerned will not succeed in getting a bride in the one case, nor a woman in the other.

Sloka 2. If at the time of query, the Moon be posited in the 3rd, 5th 7th, 11th or the 6th house from the Prasna Lagna and be aspected by Jupiter, the Sun and Mercury, the marriage of the querist will come to pass. The same should be predicted when benefic planets occupy the Trikona and Kendra houses reckoned from the Prasna Lagna.

     Now he treats of the determination of marriage. (Tri) means the 3rd house, (Suta) is the 5th (Mada) is the 7th; (aya) is the 11th, and is the 6th. If the Moon Occupying the 3rd, 5th, 7th, 11th of 6th house from the Lagna be aspected by Jupiter, the Sun and Mercury, the questioner’s wedding would take place, or if the benefics occupy the Trikona and the Kendra places, viz.the 9th, 5th, 1st, 4th,7th and 10th houses as the case may be, the questioner will be married. Here the word is used to distinguish other conditions.

Sloka 3. If Venus and Saturn be posited in the 7th house reckoned respectively from the Moon and the Sun, or in the 4th and the 8th houses from the Lagna, or in the 2nd and 3rd houses from the Lagna, one should predict the advent of rain, if it 

     In this Sloka, the author gives a clue to determine the rain in the monsoon time.

Sloka 4. If benefic planets occupy the 3rd, 2nd, 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th houses reckoned from the Prasna Lagna and these houses happen to be also watery signs, and if it also be the bright half of the month, one should predict rain. The same will be the case if the Moon happens to be in the Lagna identical with a watery sign.

     In this Sloka, he discusses the determination of rain at the time of a query. The watery signs are Kataka, Meena, Makara and Kumbha.

Sloka 5. If the (a) Varga that is rising at the time of query be a masculine one, b) be strong (c) and be aspected by male planets, the issue to be born will be a male one (d). if the said Varga be a female. One and be aspected by female planets, the issue will be a female. If the Prasna Lagna be occupied by Mercury, the woman (e) concerned should be declared as enceinte.

     In the sloka the author gives us a clue to determine the sex of the child which the pregnant womanize to be delivered of, and in the case of a query regarding pregnancy or otherwise, whether a particular woman may be declared as pregnant. The term Varga has already been defined in page 7, supra.

     The male and female signs are assorted in the work the Mesha, Mithuna, simbha, Tula, Dhanus and Kumbha are called male signs, while the remaining six-Vrishabha, Kataka, kanaya, Vrischika, Makara and Meena are known as female signs.

     The Lagna will be strong when The Lagna becomes strong only when it is occupied or aspected by its lord, Mercury or Jupiter, otherwise, it will not become powerful even when aspected by all the other planets.

     The masculine, feminine and neutral characteristics of planets are given as, Mercury and Saturn are eunuchs, and the Moon and Venus are females, and the rest, males. Hence the males are the Sun, Mars and Jupiter. When a Varga of a male Rasi is rising at the time, and is aspected by a male planet and when the Lagna is powerful, a boy will be born.

     That is, that the woman is pregnant and that delivery has not yet taken place.

Sloka 6. If the rising sign at query be occupied or aspected by the young Moon or Mercury, the subject of enquiry will be a girl, if by Saturn, it will be an old woman; if by the Sun or Jupiter, it will be a woman who was recently delivered; and it by Mars or Venus, it will be a rough-bodied or a robust woman. This rule should be similarly applied in the case of men.

     In this sloka a clue is given for guessing the age of the female or male the querist has got in his mind.

The Moon is young from the first to the 10th Tithi of the Bright fortnight; he is adolescent between the 11th Tithi of the Bright fortnight and the fifth of the dark half, and old between the 6th Tithi and the New Moon day.

     If the young Moon aspects or occupies the Lagna at query, it should be predicted that the querist has got a young girl in his mind. Similarly, if Mercury aspecteds or occupies the Lagna, the above prediction should be made. In the same way, the astrologer should guess that the querist is thinking of an adolescent maiden, if the Moon is adolescent, and of an old woman, if the Moon is old. Is another reading. Then it will mean: “The Moon determines a girl who has not come of age, and Mercury, a maiden who is not married’, Similarly Saturn determines a senile woman, while the Sun and Jupiter, a woman who is delivered of a child. Mars and Venus indicate a cruel and hard-hearted rough female. The age also should be similarly determined. In the case of males, the same procedure should be followed.

Sloka 7-8. If a planet endowed with superior strength occupy the rising sign at the time of query, the subject of the query will be about one who is intimately connected with the querist; if it occupy the 3rd house, it will be about one’s brothers’ if it occupy the 5th house, the question will relate to one’s issue; if it occupy the 4th house, it will be about one’s mother or his sister; if it occupy the 6th house, it will be about an enemy of the querist; if it occupy the 7th house, it will relate to one’s  wife, if it occupy the 9th house, it will be about one who is engaged in some virtuous action; and if it occupy the 10th house, it will relate to one’s preceptor. Further, if the planet occupying the lagna happen to be the lord of the rising Navamsa and be powerful, the query will be about the querist himself; if he be friendly to the lord of the Lagna Navamsa and powerful, the query will be about his friend; it he be inimical to the lord of the Lagna Navamsa, and be also strong, it will relate to his enemy.

     If the querist should ask ‘When am I thinking of at present?, the author gives a clue to answer the same in these two verses.

     If the Lagna at query be occupied by planets like the Sun, Moon, etc, endowed with strength, the querist is thinking of something similar to his own body. If such planets occupy the 3rd house, he thinks of his brother; the fifth house, of a son; the fourth house, of his sister; and the sixth house, of his enemies. If strong planets occupy the 7th, the 9th and the 10th from the Lagna, the person though of will be his wife, a religious personage, and his preceptor respectively. 

     If the planet owning the rising Navamsa occupy the Lagna, i.e. when the lord of a Navamsa, which has just risen, occupies the Lagna, the querist must be thinking of himself. If a friend of the aforesaid  Navamsa lord occupy the Lagna, the querist is thinking of his friend. If an enemy of the said Navamsa-lord be posited in the Lagna, the questioner is thinking of an enemy.

     If, on the other hand, there should be two or more planets in the several positions mentioned above, the reading of thought must be made from the position of the strongest planet out of them. the same principle should be adopted when many strong planets occupy these positions. In Brihat Jataka, the distinction of friends and enemies among planets has been stated thus.

     Saturn and Venus are the enemies of the Sun; Mercury, his neutral, and  the rest are his friend’s etc.,  For the first line of Sloka 7 the following is another reading:

Sloka 9: If at the time of query that Lagna belong to a moveable sign and the Navamsa that is rising be also a moveable one, past the middle Navamsa,  i.e be the 6th, 7th, 8th or 9th Navamsa, the query will be about one who has gone abroad. If the planet that has just fallen from the 7th house be direct in motion (and not retrograde), the astrologer may predict the return of the traveller to his place; and if the planet be retrograde, the traveller will not return.

     In this Sloka, the author gives a clue to determine the aspiration of the querist for going abroad.

     If any one of the moveable signs- Mesha, Kataka, Tula and Makara- be the Lagna at query and if a moveable Navamsa be also rising an if that Navamsa be one that is subsequent to the central (5th) Navamsa of the Rasi, i.e. be the 6th, 7th,8th or 9th, the querist will be thinking of going abroad.

     But if at this juncture any planet such as Mars and the like has just fallen from the 7th house (i.e.gone to the 6th?). the querist will give up the idea of a foreign travel and he will not undertake it. Should the planet, which has moved away from the 7th, be not then retrograde, the person would certainly drop the idea of a foreign tour; if the planet be retrograde, he will go abroad.

Sloka 10. If at the time of query the 7th house be occupied by the Sun, Venus or Mars, the woman enjoyed by the querist will be another man’s wife. If Jupiter occupy the 7th house, the woman referred to will be his own wife. If Mercury or the Moon occupy the 7th house, the woman will be a prostitute. If it be Saturn, the woman will be of a very low caste. The age of the woman will be similar to the nature of the Moon.

     Here, the author gives us a method to find out an answer to the question, ‘With what kind of woman had I union. If the Sun, Venus or Mars occupies the 7th house from the Lagna at query, it should be declared that the querist had union with another man’s wife; if Jupiter occupy such a position. The union was with his own wife; if it be the Moon or Mercury, the enjoyment was wife; if it be the Moon or Mercury, the enjoyment was wife; if it be the Moon or Mercury, the enjoyment was with a courtesan; if it be Saturn, the union was with a woman of the lowest caste. which is forbidden. The age of the woman should be determined from the age of the Moon, i.e,. if the Moon is young, she is a girl, if the Moon is adolescent, she is an adult if old, she too is old, and so on.

Sloka 11. If Saturn in conjunction with a malefic planet be posited in the 9th house reckoned from the Lagna at query and be not conjoined with or aspected by a benefic, the traveller will suffer from sickness in a foreign place. If Saturn should occupy the 8th house under the same conditions, the yoga would case the death  of the traveller. 

     In this verse a clue is given to determine the stay of a sick person in nother place: If Saturn be in conjunction with any of the malefics, viz., the Sun, Mars and the waning Moon, and if be occupies the 9th house from the Lagna at query and be neither conjoined. With nor aspected by any of the benefices, a man afflicted with a disease should be declared to be residing in another place. If Saturn under the same circumstances should occupy the 8th house from the Lagna, the sick man would die.

Sloka 12. If the Sun in conjunction with a benefic be posited in the 8th house from the Prison Lagna and be aspected by benefices, the astrologer should declare that the quest’s father who has left his home and gone to a foreign country has quitted that country and gone to another.

     Suppose there is a query ‘Is my father, who was in a foreign country, still staying there or has gone to some other place? This sloka enables the astrologer to answer the same. If the Sun be conjoined with aspected by any benefic and if he occupies the 8th house from the Lagna, the questioner’s father should be declared to have gone to some other place from the former: other wise, he will be in the same place.

Thus ends the 7th Adhyaya entitled “Miscellaneous” in the work Shatpanchasika composed by Prithuyasas son of Varahamihira.

